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Play Golf – Fight Cancer

7th Annual

Central Florida Golf Classic

To benefit proton therapy and research

To the friends of Play Golf – Fight Cancer 2010 
August, 2010, marks the 4th anniversary of the opening of the University of Florida Proton Therapy Institute, to treat cancer patients.  With a focus on research the University of Florida Proton Therapy Institute is committed to changing the way cancer is treated.  The proton research at UFPTI is lead by Medical Director, Dr. Nancy Mendenhall.   In four years more than 75,000 proton treatments have been delivered to over 2,000 patients.  We are now treating over 100 patients a day and our patients come from all 50 states as well as from around the world.  UFPTI treats childhood cancers as well as cancers of the prostate, brain, bones, head and neck, pancreas, lung and lymphomas.  It is one of only 7 such proton facilities in the United States and one of only 30 in the world.  With its energetic leadership, dedicated professionals and the research being done in proton beam therapy, UFPTI is the most successful proton facility to open to date.  

Play Golf – Fight Cancer is the fund-raiser that supports the research being done at UFPTI.  In six short years we have raised over $748,000, which first went towards bricks and mortar.  Since 2006 all of our net profits ($384,000), have gone directly to our research efforts to better utilize proton beam therapy and to make it available to many more facing the fight against cancer. Play Golf – Fight Cancer is unique in that our tournament is held in Orlando, supports a facility located in Jacksonville yet the idea originated in Gainesville at the University of Florida.  

UFPTI is leading the way with a focus on research to improve proton beam therapy and to make it available to treat many more types of cancers.  With research funds raised by Play Golf – Fight Cancer, UFPTI helped to pioneer the technique and use of a fiducial marker (a small gold pellet) implanted in the prostate to precisely target the proton beam dose to the cancer. UFPTI research directly impacts our objective to improve the outcomes of all cancer patients. In 2009, Dr. Nancy Mendenhall presented the benchmark study results that showed that prostate cancer patients experience minimal side effects with proton treatment.  The same precision that makes proton therapy such an ideal option for prostate cancer patients makes it a wonderful choice for eliminating cancer in a child’s body. In 2009, UFPTI formed a new collaboration with the world’s leading pediatric research hospital to provide proton therapy to the hospital’s patients.  The first clinical study in the collaboration evaluates the use of proton therapy for rare brain cancers in children younger than 3 years old. One of the purposes of this clinical study is to decrease treatment-related side effects in these young patients. In 2010 UFPTI was also chosen by the British National Health Service to treat their cancer patients with protons.  We believe that proton therapy is a new weapon to use in the treatment of this disease; a weapon we believe will hopefully be more effective and less toxic for those facing a fight against cancer.  

The funding of research dollars does make a difference and as you know, cancer does not take a break in down economies.  Word of the remarkable and precise treatment for cancer is spreading fast.  UFPTI, the only proton center with a focus on research, is leading the way to improve proton beam therapy and to make it available to hopefully treat many more types of cancer.  

Our 7th Play Golf – Fight Cancer 2010 tournament will be Monday, October 11th and we have corporate and individual sponsorships available at several different levels.  The tournament will be held once again at the private and challenging Heathrow Country Club in Lake Mary, Florida.  Your financial support of our tournament will allow UFPTI to further its research goals in the fight against cancer. We hope that you will join us as a Sponsor and/or Player in our 7th Play Golf – Fight Cancer tournament.  By participating in this tournament, auction and dinner, you are joining us in our mission to offer cancer patients one of the best and most advanced treatments available.  You will also be supporting proton therapy research and helping cancer patients both now and in the future.  We have included our 2010 brochure.  Please visit our website (www.floridaproton.golfreg.com) for further information including the History of our tournament, our 2010 Celebrity Players, as well as 2010 Hotel Information.  We hope that you will join us on Monday, October 11, 2010, for another great day to Play Golf – Fight Cancer!  
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Play Golf – Fight Cancer
                    2015 North Jefferson Street    Jacksonville, FL 32206   Tel: (904) 588-1800   Fax: (904) 588-1300   Website: www.floridaproton.org
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